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The pursuit of happiness 
C.L.R. James 

C.L.R. James spoke as follows to a section of the public in the capital 
of Trinidad in 1960. People in this third world colony were in motion. 
trying to throw off British rule. Cuba had revolted months before. 
Jamcs had just returned from Ghana where the first African mass 
rno\lernent for independence had put Kwame Nkrumah, a protege of 
James', in power. 

We  chose this quote from C.L.R. James because it answers a basic 
question that many of us in the Spring 1989 uprising at UMass have 
becn asking: what is the real meaning of life? James says that it is 
cngaging i n  a process of movement towards understanding and con- 
trolling what ni:rkcs your life. That brings happiness, he  says. Second. 
this c t~~o tc  outlines .lames' type or hslarxisn~ which differs sharply froni 
n i ~ ~ d i  of \vh:it is bcing passed ofC as klarsisni at UMass and elsewhere 
i n  tlic U.S.A. .lames' method, sumrn:rrizcd here, has becn discussed b! 
niany participants in [he anti-death research movement. This on-going 
stud!; orJanics is taking place in  tlie context of the 1989 Celebration of' 
the Lik itotl Tirtics of' C.L.K. Ja~nes ,  co-ordinated by Terisa Turner. 
The tlico~.y, spirit and practice of Jamcsian Marxism informed rhc 
takeover movcrncnt. 

The I'in:il rcason for choosing ~l l i s  cluotc is that James died at the end 
o f  tllc scmcstcr. His lilc and ircrrk ha\.e becn very important to us, as is 
indic:itcd ljy tlic clcdications penned into n gift copy of an earlier bonk 
wc p r o d ~ ~ c c d .  At the funcrnl events in  June 1989 inTrinidad a commit- 
~ c c  for Iahor solitlsrity ;tnnounced the crcation on September 10, 1989 
of a ~ m p i ~ l a r  organization. This is a nc\v labor-based political part!.. 
comniil~cd to 17coplcs' control in pl:tccs of work and in the con~niunit!;. 
I n  1060 .lames was working for the cstablislin~en~ of just such an 



organization in Trinidad. In the following statement, he explains how 
essential to our happiness, to the integration of our social personalities, 
is this new type of political movement, whethcr in Trinidad or the 
U.S.A. 

The good life 

I\'hat is the good life? An individual life cannot be conlfortable and 
easy or creative unless i t  is in harmony to some degree with the socicty 
in which i t  lives. The individual must have a sense of conimunity will] 
the state. That is where we began. And that today is impossible. Wc 
tend to think of the good life in terms of indi\,idu:il \rcll-l~cing, personal 
progress, health, love, family life, succcss, l~hysical and spirituiil f u l f i l l -  
ment. The whole point is that far more than we arc C O I ~ S C ~ O L I S I ~  ;iw;irc 
of, these are matters of our relation to sociely. 

I a m  not saying that the individual human being is consciousl!; striving 
to adjust himself to society. Not at all. Since the days of Aristotle and 
wen long before, the philosophers have understood that man seeks 
happiness and seeks to avoid misery; it is a simple as that. Only that is 
not at all an easy thing in a complicated world. The thing to understand 
is that progress is not simply the increased use of goods. That is utility 
- utilitarianism. That was the doctrine essentially of the men of the 

' eighteenth century. But progress is the incorporation into the social 
and individual personality of the stage  hat society as a whole has 

/ 
I eached, which means that a man must feel that he has at his disposal 
education, capacity and ability of handle the discoveries of his par- 
ticular age. He need not have a great deal of money to be able to do 
that. He  need not pile up a quantity of large houses with forty rooms, 

I and a great deal of money and drinks. What a man needs is to eat and 
drink, and to eat and drink satisfactorily by modern standards is very 
little. That is not the problem. But he ~iiust be able to use, to handle, to 
have at his disposal the greatest discoveries, the latest discoveries 
\vhich enhance and develop a man's social personality. An individual 
personality cannot live a satisfactory life if he is constantly aware of 
great new discoveries and inventions and possibilities around him from 
l~hich he is excluded, worse still, that lhesc are threatening him with 
clcstruction. Thc peasant of the Middle Ages did not have very ~iluch 
i n  comparison to what a modern farmer has; the artisan in his guild did 

not have for his use what the modcrn workers has. But he understood 
and controlled what he was cloing. We, the great majority, do not. 
Marxism dcrnrincls a univcrs;~l education of all men in the achievements 

* I -' ofniotlcrn society. I (  can be clone, easily, but only when the masses of 
men and woincn are in control of society. Today a minority hirs as its 
firs1 concern the prcscrvatioil of its rights and its privileges, i.e., the 
maintenance of thc capital relation. 

The modern social personality 

So you see the good life demands a feeling that you are moving, you 
and your children. You must have a sense of movement and of over- 
coming difficulties within your organism; and if you are doing that, it 
does not matter what your wages are as long as you have a certain 
elementar1 level of material welfare. You must have a sense of move- 
ment, the sense of activity, the sense of being able to use or on the \Val 
towards understanding and controlling what makes your life. I do not 
mean gadgets the way the Americans play with things; I mean things 
that really matter. This is your personality; this is your social per- 
sonality; and when this is taking place, although in certain countries 
they may have two or three times the amount of goods and utilities that 
you have, yet you can have the goodlife. Yougo to acountry like Ghana 
where the general level is even lower than what it is here, but you look 
at the people, you listen to them, you see what they are doing; you get 
a sense of movement and activity; they are going somewhere. They will 
have troubles of course; that does not matter. The Greeks had plenty 
of trou1,lcs. 

I b 

has been, rncrcly a question of what the vulgarians call "raising the 
standard ol' living.'' Men arc nut pigs Lo be fattened. 

v 

An Amcric:tn u.om:in tolcl rile oncc that she forgot herself and told an 
ai~tlicrlcc ol'\vl~itc\vomc~~ i11 I he UnitctlStatcs - she wasa Negro\s;on~an 
- spc;~king to tlicm slic sirid, "\\'lien I look at you all, I am sorry for you 
because although wliitcs arc oppressing us and giving us trouble. 1 am 
:iclivel!l on tllc nlo\.c; C V C ~ ~  morning I am doing something, but you all 
arc just sitting down there w:~tcliing." I t  is not the complete truth, but 

n 

i t  is a great part of the truth. This is some idea of what I mean by tvhat 
i is t11c rood life - the individual in relation to society. It is riot, it never 



Let tne srtr7r lip ill tentts wlticlt you sltould sfltdy artd work ut ~tt l f i l  tltey 
ore an i/tstittctivepart ofyour olttlook and 17retltod of tlto~tgltt: 

a) All development takes place as a result of self-tlrovenlettt, ttot 
orgattization or direction by external forces. 

b) Self-movement springs from and is the overcoming of antagonisms 
itifhit1 a11 orgarrisr71, not the stniggle agaifrsl c~tenlalfoes. 

c: It is not the world of nature that confronts man as an alien power to 
be overcome. It is the alien power that he has himself created. 

Progress is not automatic. Hiller threw Europe back. To fight him it 
was necessary to fight the theory ol race. But that theory can rise again. 
These reactionary concepts can become more acute than they have 
ever been in the past, not because they are ineradicabll: from human 
nature, but because of the fundamental disorder in modern society. 
You see what the Marxist solution is. Marxists envisage a total change 
in  the basic structure of human relations. With that change tllcsc 
problems will not be solved overnight but we will be able to tackle them 
with confidence. Such are the difficulties, contradictions and an- 
tagonisms, and in the solution of them society moves forward and nlcn 
and women feel they have a role in the developn~ent of their social 

' 
surroundings, the individual can find a morc or less satisfac~ory relation 

/ 
to the national to the world community. t t  is in this movement that we 
ha\ t  the possibility of a good life. But if, on tile o~hc r  hand, rcaction 
grows and the question of the freedom of women and the qucstion of 
the equality of classes and the question of diffcrcnccs of race begin ro 
be used, as they are bound to be used by reactionary elements in Lhc 

', defence of positions which are no longer defensible, society bccomes 
sick unto death, the individual cannot find an easy rcIation either to the 
state or to his fellow men. Not only arc we affected in war, in economics, 
and in politics. The turmoil the world is in reacts upon our most 
intimate consciousness in ways we are not aware of. And every suc- 
ceeding day brings us nearer and ties us closer to the decisive forccs 
and conflicts ofthe modern world., Whalhas suddenly crupted in Cuba 
is going to place many of the things I am talking about before you, rirst 
for your discussion, and sooncr or later for your ctccision. Wc wcrc not 
: t l ~ l i :  to C ~ O O S C  the mcss we havc to in, this collal~sc or :L \vliolc 
societ!:. but we can choose otlr way out. 

Tllis q r ~ ) ( e  is c,.vco.l)~ctl]j.oil C.L.R. Jotlles' hook Modern Politics. Tile 
book coil I N ~ / I . T  .sir /edilrc'.s rlcli\~c:rcd he1 weeit 8 urld 25 Arrcq1~lrst I960 n f  Ilt e 
/u~Dlic librcrt~l iit Par( oJ.Sl~c~itl, Tritricind. At tllc fittte C.L.R. Jar7tes ivus 

"I criitii1,q The Kiltion, r~civ.sl)iil~ci. of rile l~arl\l I~euded by Etic Wi[liar?fs, 
wliicl~ led lllc colrirft!, lo irrde~~etlderlce in 1962. CL.R. Jnmes and Eric 

. ! ,-, Willintl~s Irc~ri, (it llle tii71c oJfllc.se lcclures, split over LV7llia17ts' refitsal to 
allow the dei71ocrcrric orgrrtlizatio~t of a n ~ a s s  party it1 Tritlidad. Jatttes 
detuil.7 t11i.s c~~/?lx,tictlce it1 111,s book I'arty Politics in the West Indies 
(Triniduli: 1961). Bccarisc of tlle split, Wllia171s sztpprcssed Modern 
I'oliticsrit~dirl 196.ylutt Jat~~esitt~derltortsearest.Jar~~esllas bee11 quoted 
os suyOlg o/ tlle I060 iccfilt.cs, "Modern Politics rttearrs a lot to 111e 
pcisottully. I did tlot prclx.wc ([he Icctlires) but faced a ltor7te altdialcc, so 
to spcak urld jitst spoke as IJclt urld tltey responded." 

Bihfio&~a[~l~ic i~tfofon?iutiort or1 Modern Politics is as follows: subtitled '2 
serics ofleclitres or1 file subject giver1 at the Trittidad Public Librar): it1 its 
Adult Edrtcatiolt Prop7u71e"), PNM Piiblislti~lg CO., Port of Spaiit, 
1960; rtew edition, with inlroditctiort by Martirt Glaben?ta/l, Bewickled, 
Detroit, 1973,176pp.; extracts in Radical America Ja~iles antllology, Maj 
1970,pp. 3-11, "rite Battle forSurvival"itt C.L.R. Janres, At the Rendez- 
vous o f  Victory, selected writings, Lorrdon: Allisart & Busby, 1984, pp. 
129-142. 77re qrtote it1 Takeover! is from tlte Radical Arnericapan~pklet, 
pp. 6-11. 



CLR James, March 19119 London 

Photograph by Terlscl Turner 

Introduction 

Terisa E. Turner and Timothy A. Belknap 
In April and May of 1989 on the University of Massachusetts campus 
at Arnhcrst six tskeovcrs occurred. A few hundred of the approximate- 
ly40,000 students in [he Five College area occupied universityfacilities 
to protcsl Department of Defence funding o l  research. We do not yet 
know whether this uprising has succeeded in stopping death research 
on our campuses, but we know that it has raised many fundamental 
issues. The uprising has educated thousands in basic social relations 
and in crucial moral principles. 

The takcovcr! nio\~cmcnt took place in an explosive national and 
interncttional ci)ntcst. Tlic Chinese student pro-de~nocrrtcy movement 
coinciclcd \\.i[h our actions. The pro-choice mobilization throughout 
the U.S.A. t lcg;~n t>cforc thc Uhlass uprising and informed every 
initiati1.c. Prcsiclcnt Bush hiis t~cen confirmed in office in January 1989. 
This rnobili~ation against militarization was among the first major 
challenges la~~ncticcl against his regime. We are not about to allo\v 
Bush, Cornlcr head of the CIA, to invade third world countries or our 
inner cities to makc the world safc for U.S. corporate profit-taking. We 
understand that putting our bodies on the line to stop death research 
is a potent nicthocl for changing the parameters of U.S. foreign policy. 
Wc join iritli rhc pcople of ~ l i c  Soviel Union and Eastern Europe in  
dcnirintling control over our tax nioney and its expenditure. We join 
with ordinary peoplc worldwide in refusing to further destroy the 
cnvironnicnt \vitli nuclcar bomb testing and biological warfare experi- 
ments. 

The tnkco\cr! movc~nent had deep roots in other mass mobilizations. 
Among thesc are thc 1960s anti-war movement and the contemporary 
anti-nuke niovcment. Civil disobedience and non-violent resistance are 
methods of organization which have become highly sophisticated and 
we drew on these. The women's movement is probably the most highly 
developed in terms of technology use, media outreach, networking and 
effectiveness. Our takeover! drive drew crucially on the experience of 
the women's niovenicnt. It marked the tenth anniversary of women 
taking over the UMass student newspaper office (The Collegian) to 
cnd prcss covcragc which tolerated violence against women. It coin- 



cided with a powerful, new anti-porn nlovelnent in Western Mas- 
sachusetts. Antecedents to our uprising include the historical 800,000 
strong pro-choice march on Washington D.C. on9 April 1989; and the 
CIA off the campus drive of 1986-1989. 

The UMass occupations were part of a national wave of occupations 
reminiscent of the 1985 Free South Africa movement which swept the 
country and forced corporate divestment from apartheid South Africa. 
On several other campuses students took over buildings to protest 
receipt of funds for war research. Students in New York state occupied 
university buildings with such force and rapidity that New York gover- 
nor Cuomo rescinded an order to increase tuition lees. Ten thousand 
students marched into Wall Street, the heart of global capitaIism, in 
New York city just before the governor gave in to lhcir demands. At 
the same time hundreds of homeless and militant peoplewere protect- 
ing buildings in the Lower East Side of Manhattan from official 
destruction. New York city is largely con~rolled by the underworld and 
landlords. And these interests were driving the poor from cily-owned 
buildings in order to tear them down and sell the land to property 
speculators. The homeless were starting to unite with angry students. 
Such an alliance is a powerful threat to the state. This is the background 
to the governor's capitulation to largely working class students on the 
tuition question. It is clear that the next decade will be marked by 
upheaval. Linkups among women, workers, the homeless, AIDS ac- 
tii.is[s, students and the unemployed arc nlrcrjdy in c\~itlcncc. .Icsse 
Jackson's Rainbow Coalition is only the tip of tllc iccbcsg. Tl~crc is a 
massive groundswell of citizen outrage and organization g:rthcring 
force. The takeover! movement at UMass is organically linked to this 
revolution in the making for the 1990s. 
Takeover! is organized into 15 chapters which treat lllc nIo\~cmcnt 
chronologically. Duringthe second ~akeo\ler (Memorial Hall on April 
24th) the editors began to collect first hand accounts from participants. 
Throughout the uprising we requested pcople to give us their views, 

/ 
art, photographs and orher materials for this desk top published book. 
We are among the editors of Kevolutioniiry Popular Culture, another 
desk top published book which had been released in March 1989. 
Consequently many occupiers knew something of what to expect in the 
way of publication. Takeover! includcs two chapters from Hevoltltion- 
ar?: Popular Culture: "Making Things at the University to Kill Pcople: 

Letter toDaniel", by RachelMaiore and Joe Rubin, and "Love, politics 
and escape from the U.S. Air Force," by Ralph Reed. 
Inevitably we were unable to publish many valuabIe contributions and 
documents. There was just not enough space or time. At least four 
other books are needed on the takeover movement: one consisting of 
media clippings and analysis, another of essays and analyses comparing 
the anti-DOD initiative with other uprisings, a third of organizational 
critiques and a forth devoted to the political theory of direct action 
practice at UMass. This call for more books underlines our conviction 
that the mobilization of students at UMass and elsewhere has fun- 
damental significance for Marxist theory and for the world system. We 
arc taking part in making the world of the next centuryin these actions 
and i t  is important Tor us to exercise critical consciousness in the 
process. Finally. we apologize for the many inevitable omissions and 
errors in this book. We welcome your responses. 



Daniel Orlega and Rulh First 
Huge Wall Painting in NYC 

There I was 
a product of innocence 

David Lipton 

There I was 
a product of innocence 
protesting with nonviolence. 

What did I want? 
I wanted to end the military superstructure. 

There they were 
the products of malevolence 
fighting with violence. 

What did they want? 
They wanted to keep the military superstructure. 

What is going to happen? 

We will win. 



Shortened f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  in 
REVOLUTIONARY POPULAR CULTURE,,,  

Making Things to Kill People 
at the University: 
Letter to Daniel 

Rachel Maiore and Joseph Rubin 

Dear Daniel, 

We are writing this letter because we hope by the time you get to 
college you can he part of a generation that works on the important 
problems that you have expressed concern about like hunger, A.I.D.S., 
homelessness, pollution and war. It seems like our school is doing more 
to create these probler~is than to solve them. 

We'll get right to the point, Dan. You see, we are part of a group 
at school. We did some research and found out that U.Mass is receiving 
between 15-20 million dollars a year from the military. With this money 
the students and professonare working on a whole assortment of 
projects. None of them are very helpful and some could hurt a lot of 
people. Examples of some of the projects include developing tanks 
and bomberplanes that can be operated by remote control and com- 
puters, research on chemical and biological warfare (using chemicals 
and biological germs to kill people during a war), working on the 
Strategic Defense Initiative (S.D.I.), otherwise known as the Star Wars 
project. 

Dan, we know you are a real bright kid and you know that even 
though twenty million dollars from the military at U.Mass is a lot of 
money, in the scale of our economy it is just a drop in the bucket. A 
couljle of weeks ago while you were watching the news you commented 
that it was ridiculous to spend that much money on the Stealth Bomber 
when so many people are starving and that we should be developing 
much needed solar energy instead. You're comment was very percep- 
tive and it is true of our whole society. We spend trillions of dollars 
rnakingweapons, fighting and aidingwars, when so much is desperately 
needed and soon. O r ;  

4 y.L . ,, . 
al l  over the world are protesting ~njusticcs. Thc group we arc involved 
in is trying to do our sniall part b y  breaking our u~~ii,crsity's ties wilh 
the nlilitary cycle. We want to makc U.Muss an cxiilnplc o l  a is,ha[ 

' I *  educa~ion is supposed to be about 

So~nc  ol' r he school ol'lici;~ls h;ivc already accused us o l  "trying t o  
I~ring  tic ~t~iivcrhiry down". I n  f ~ c t  we iirc trying to bring i t  up. We think 
[hat our scliool, I)y doing all tllis research for the military, is brinsing 
itself down. We I)elieve it  has started to hurt pcople and has the 
polential to hurt many more. 

A lot o f  people have told us that we should leave our school alone 

We decided that the Ocst way to stop the research was to find out 
everything wc could and then tell as many people as possible about it. 
First of all we had to find the public records that describe all the 
research and rhcn we had to decipher them because they are very 
technical. Wc could have used you, because you are a lot better in 
sciencc than we are. Because we didn't have you a few scientists helped 
US. 

.T' 

After we felt like we had enough information, we used a few 
diffcrcnt methods to tell people about it. Most of the papers I have 
included give some examples of the different methods wc used. Here 
is a list of some of those'niethods: 

. . and instcad deal with the people who makc thc big decisions. But wc 
arc not congrssspeople and wc don't live i n  Washington, we are 
studcn~si~nti wc live in Northampton. Wehavc towork tochange things 
i n  our own locitl area and we're sure other people will gct the idea and 
changc I hings around [hem. Evcrytliing is part ofa cycle ofchange. Just 
recently a U.S. rcprescnta[ivc lilcd a hill that would require factories 
to makc plans for converting J'rom mililary production to civilian 
production. 

:. 1, .+ 1. In front of the student union building, where lots of people pass, 
we wrote in brightly colorcd erasable chalk about militiiry funding on 

I campus. 










