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Leigh Brownhill

The lower East side

Spring is here and once again revolution is in the air. A quick trip to
the lower East side of New York City proved to be a lesson in anarchy
and squatting. I built barricades and sat up at night on arson and
eviction watch on the roof of the "Umbrella House". I was in action and
feeling good when we got the call at 2:30 AM. Thursday, 27 Apwthat
a SWAT team was entering 319 8" Street, a squat scheduled to be
demolished later Thursday morning. We dressed and rushed over to
find machine gun armed men roaming on 8™ Street. They left soon
enough finding only a homeless man asleep inside. Later that morning
we worked out a plan of action: six people were to enter 319 from the
back door. The occupation would persist until the squatters were
assured the building would not be demolished. They entered at about
10 A.M. About 100 demonstrators gathered below on the street with
drums, whistles, flags, and banners. The demolition workers were
harassed off the job, the scaffolding was torn down. The occupiers
emerged on the fire escape on the front of "319",

After hours of chants: "Who's fuckin’ building? Our fuckin’ building!",
speeches, a near riot, and negotiations, a deal was made. A meeting
was set up for Monday to discuss options with the "319" residents. A
sweet victory.

Thrown back into the Happy Valley I was faced with much of the same.
Students protesting the military research on our campus. Students
occupying buildings. Hundreds of cops with riot gear. Police brutality.
Demands made. Negotiations denied. More cops. Another occupa-
tion. More arrests. Further militancy on the part of the protestors.
More fuckin’ cops. Intimidation. Hold the building!
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Wednesday, 3 May 2:30 A.M.:

Seth has called. They are in the process of demolishing 319.8™ Street.
Earlier today the squatters received a court order to stop the demoli-
tion. In the middle of the night, the judge overturned his decision. A
thousand cops blocked off four blocks around "319". Many people were
arrested, many for no reason at all. One friend I stayed with last week
was arrested fgyresisting arrest!? To try to stop them now would be
suicide, Seth is demoralized. "We should have stayed. We should have
barricaded ourselves in.*

"Free the Land”

Friends, comrades, when we make a gain, when we’ve got them
strapped we can’t give in. Hold on to what you can. They lie. They cheat.
They are powerful. And they are scared. We are challenging what is
not to be challenged. we are striking up to those who are responsible,
those who create death. We aren’t supposed to do this. They are scared.
They need hundreds of cops because they don’t know what else to do.
They bring in death forces to protect their death industry. Be strong.
You are doing so well. Continue. We will make a difference. They feel
our strength and it's growing. Know that people everywhere, as in
PR, are in the struggle with us. It is all the same struggle: against
those who seek the destruction of others for the gain of a fcw(whxte
men, I might add). Sisters and brothers this is a beautiful moment in
history. Organize, mobilize, OCCUPY!

77



LEGISLATIVE ALERT

The Education Budget is now in the Senate's hands--and yours.

You CARN make a difference! Contact a Senator now!

o : 1
The House ‘Budget for next year provides NO Regents'funds for library::
(This  is
libraries in higher educntlon obtain most of their book and jouml"

funds. )

books and Jjournals. the account from which the state's:

e _Senat d Me. Committee can restore needed flrnds;

‘Sen:tot Olver t'tom Amherst 13._"a‘mem‘ber of the Senate Ways and Heansﬁ“
Committee. He will de vhat he ~ can, but he needs help to petsunde hisl
colleagues, 1989, after vhich
their budget will be forwu:ded te the full Senate for & vote. I_ :

The committee's hearinss will end May 11,

essential that every member of the committee be contacted by as many
people as possible who care about college and university library funds.r
Students, parents, faculty, staff and friends can he]:p by writing ¥

members of the committee to ask them to support libraries. If you 11>ve>
in a district represented by a member of the Comnittee, write to the

committee member. If not, write to the Chair, Senator Patricia McGovern.

ACTION IS NEEDED ROW—before May 11, 1989, if letters are tc have any
effect. If you care about libraries, WRITE NOW--and ENCOURAGE OTHERS
TC DO THE SAME!

The Honorable (Name of Serator)
Room #i1#

State House
Baston, MA 02133

SAMPLE ONLY!

Dear Senator (last Name),
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INFORMATION

In fiscal year 1986, with an expenditure from 'the Board of Regents o«
five million dollars for library acquisitions, Massachusetts ranked 51st
among the 50 states and the Distrlct of Columbia in 11brary»e’xpéridit’ur¢s':<

per FTE {(full time equivalent) student in public higher education.

third of the Library's acquisitions budget comes from the campus; tﬁo =

of funding.)

1988 and 1989 the situation improved, but “{n%

In fiscal years 1987,

fiscal year 1990 there is NO MONEY for library acquisitions yet’ in _the

Regents' state budget. If funds are not restored, Massachusetts will

again rank Slst, but this time the situation will be even worse than '

before.

In fiscal year 1988 one private institution in the state spent $9,968,000

for library materials for its 17,0006 students. Massachusetts spent

$9,225,000 for its 98,700 full time and §5,000 part time students.
condemns all state institutions and their

This level of expenditure

students to perpetual second class citizenship!
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The Budget Uprisings in NYC

April 26, 1589

Mr. Bernard Harleston

President

City College

138th Street and Convent Avelhue
New York, N.Y¥Y. 10031

Dear Mr. Harleston:

The Grassroots Organizing Committee for the Black
Political Conventicn is in solidarity with the action
taken by the students in protest of the budget cuts and
proposed tuition increases at City College. he students
commitment to struggle to demand their rights and the
rights of those who might follow is to be commended. The
lies that have been fed to the masses are no lcager
acceptable and the students have correctly identified that
"Emperor Cucmo" has no clothes on.

When the majority of the students at CUNY and SUNY
were white, there was no tuition. When students finally
had to resort te strikes in order to gain open enroll-
ment, finally African American and Latino students began
gaining access to a decent education. Now we hear,
Federal deficit, cutbacks on Pell Grants, State deficit,
cutback funding to colleges and by the way, raise the
tuition another $200.

We stand united with you in refusing to accept this
outrageous attempt to attack our people, the working
masses by denying us access to our public institutions.
It is unfortunate that it takes an act of Civil Dis-
obedience such as the seizure of a campus building in
order to focus attention on the Government sponsored rape
of the public education system. No one listened when
students went to Albany, week after week to express
concerns over the proposed cutbacks. No one read the
thousands of postcards and petitions asking our political
leaders to reconsider their priorities. The best/invest-
ment that any government can ever make is in the Education
of its citizens.
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If one planned prison in New York State is not
built, just one prison, there would be enough money to
restore cuts made to all of CUNY, all of SUNY, and enocugh
money left over to fund Medger Evers as the 4 year college
which everyone " agrees" that it should be. If New York
state built 100 miles fewer cof Interstate Highway, tudtion

might go down at CUNY and SUNY.

The Grassroots Organizing Committee joins the
students in this struggle to make our elected officials
account for their actions. Many of these political
leaders are running for re~-election this year. The Grass-
roots Organizing Committee was formed to address crucial
issues including education which many of the present
Politicians continue to ignore. Those who ignored the
cries of anguish must be removed from office and replaced
by persons who address our needs.

Without struggle there is no progress.
A people united can never be d=feated.

Yours In Struggle,

Education Committee
Grassroots Organizing
Committee
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AN OPEN LETTER TO CLINIC PATIENTS, WORKERS AND THE COMMUNITY

Dear Friend:

A WOMAN'’S RIGHT TO DECIDE WHEN AND
I[F TO HAVE CHILDREN IS A BASIC HUMAN

I{I(}}Iql We need quality health care, effective birth control,

jobs, education and childcare to care for ourselves and our
families. And we need access to safe, legal, affordable abortion.

Today, the anti-abortion movement is working to restrict women's
right to choose abortion. President Bush has asked the Supreme
Court to overturn the 1973 Roe v. Wade decision which made abortion
legal. And right-wing terrorists called "Operation Rescue" have
physically attacked health workers, blockaded abortion clinics and
screamed lies and insults at patients to prevent women from getting
abortions and medical treatment. Abortion clinics have been bombed
and burned.

“operation Rescue" is attacking clinics around the country
today. There is a court injunction that forbids these vigilantes
from physically disrupting clinic facilities and from verbally
intimidating workers and patients. Pro-Choice groups and activists
are organized to defend the clinics from these terrorist attacks.
And women continue to show courage and determination in confronting
the ugly tactics of "OR" to enter clinics for their appointments.

The majority of Americans continue to support a woman's right
to choose abortion as a personal, private matter. We refuse to
return to the days when women died in hotel rooms or the filthy
cffices of so-called "doctors" after botched-up illegal abortions.
We will not allow poor women, women of color and teenaged women to
bear the burden of these anti-woman, anti-abortion attacks.

WE ARE HERE TO DEFEND WOMEN'’S
RIGHT TO CHOOSE.

In support,

The Reproductive Rights Coalition
c/o CCR

666 Broadway, 7th Fl.

NY, NY 10012

(212) 614-6467
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MONDAY

NOON
APRIL 24, 1989
WHITMORE ADM. BLDG.

¥Refuse Department of \

NDefense funding ‘

On Wednesday, Apil 20 affer o march of 100 people, sk stu- |
dents where viclently arrested proiesﬂnqublepoﬂmant of D'ehf:nse o
funding of UMass and our govermment's violence agalnst people
@ Drop the charges of €l Salvador. During this orrest two students were sent fo UMass
H Healih Services with Injures ranging from fom muscles 1o sprained
ag a|nst 1he arr ested wrists. The students were protesting our University”s expiicit approval of!
\ military research ond military violence. People for a Soclkally Respon- i
students sible Universtty has widely publicized the fact that the University ac-,
cepts funding for biclogical, chemical and nuclear wartore, that this
research goes on at our University and that the ovallabiity of d.o.d. |
a . - funding biases research the University 1akes on In favor of milttary .
¥ UMass Administration poect. Peass join the inured students on Monday fo demond that |
the Adminlstration recognize that a University involved In creating ,

to declare its opposition toren conficts cannct heip soive them. i
U.S. support for the gov 84 |
ernment of El Salvador |

' |

#Stop Police Brutality

i

FROM MIILITARY CONSCRIPTION ‘ k

Rally Leading to
Memorial Hall Occupation

Randy L. Viscio

April 24, 1989. This joint staternent of those seven students arrested at the
Marcus Hall Laboratory was written by Randy L. Viscio and read at the
rally at the Student Union Building, UMass, just preceding the first
occupation of Memorial Hall.

There is a point beyond which we, as students, can no longer allow the
administrative apparatus of the university to determine the direction
and substance of our education.

That point has been reached. Students have begun to articulate to the
administration and faculty what we demand from an education. That
education does not include doing research which will be used for
violent and militaristic purposes. Research and study that ignores
positive social change, but on the contrary perpetuates violence,
brutality, war and suffering; has no place in education or at the univer-.
sity.

We will not negotiate our demands on the administration’s terms. We
will not discuss the issue in the forum provided by the administration.
History proves to us that if the university is to begin to solve its
problems, then, those who create the problems must enter our process,
on our terms, and in our forum. We refuse to be co-opted by those in
power and we realize that they have no power which does not come to
them except through us. The struggle is not to take control because we
already are in control. We are now however, just beginning to articulate
this, We have learned the lessons of our brothers and sisters of the
sixties and are determined to continue the process.

We know that this research and miIitafy influence will end. It must end

because the problems of disruption that the universities face will not
end until the research stops.

85



R Muﬁdwég




Mass Action outside Memorial I

JoElla Costello

JoElla is a senior Afro-american/Intemational Studies major

1t started out like a typical day. I was on my way to the post office
downtown to check my mail, then I was to head off to the Tower Library
tostart writing my research paper regarding my trip to Brazil. I reached
the campus about noon time and I saw students assembling at Whit-
more for the rally. Police were all around Whitmore as they sealed up
the building. I went to hear the message of these demonstrators. It was
very nice and orderly. I saw some of my friends and we all started
talking and chanting. The march then proceeded toward Cutback City.
I was enthusiastically a part of the protest and cheered on the speakers.
[ was even interviewed by a local television station about the nature of
the protest.

At about the closing of the demonstration, I walked over to Machmer
to turn in a report that I had been carrying around for days. When I
came out all the protestors were gone. I thought to myself, "Hmmm,
they must have gone to Whitmore!" I walked around looking for them,
then I saw the whole crowd rush into Memorial Hall. I said to myself,
"What the fuck?"

Then, J.J. came out and said that Memorial Hall had officially been
taken over. I couldn’t hear her very well because three people were
exerting their right to speak while prohibiting my right to listen by
yelling out their disagreement with the protestors. I told one guy toshut *
up sol could hear what was happening. He asked me which department
I was majoring in. And I said, "What the hell are you interested in that
for?"And he went on about how I was swearing at him. I walked away
from this crap.

I walked back with a friend of mine and we tried to analtyze what had
justhappened. My friend was a bit ambivalent about the students taking
over Memorial Hall because he felt that the building represented a lot
of people who had fought and died enabling the students to have such
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freedoms of speech and expressions. I argued that these people were
simply exerting their freedoms; and that the building also represented
many people who died in the unjust Vietnam War. I felt an affinity to
these students who firmly did not want another Vietnam.

My friend and I parted for lunch. I walked back toward the area once
again en-route to Whitmore later that afternoon. And I tried to go
inside, but the officers at the door would not let anyone inside. There
were a few supporters at the front of the building who kept onlookers
abreast of the situation. As I went around to the back of the building,
near the Performance Arts Division, I saw many of the faces of the
protestors. I started screaming, “Bryan T., what are you doing in
there?’, ‘Robin, what are you doing in there?™, etc.

People started coming around and the supporters grew in numbers.
Then this guy with a guitar started playing and we all started singing
and stuff. I was beginning to feel very pleased with the situation. It was
like a feeling of sheer solidarity with these brave people. Especially
since I saw a lot of my friends who were in the building.

1 had to battle with myself about being a participant in the building. I
have a phobia about buildings since we, minorities students, took over
the New Africa House in protest of racial violence in February 1987. 1
was in that building for over six days and when the takeover ended, 1
was ten pounds lighter and anxiety-ridden. I was an emotional wreck
after that act of civil disobedience; evon during the summer, it was still
visible that I was affected physically from the strain of the successful
takeover. With that in mind and also the fact that I had just recently
returned frem Brazil made me think of being an indirect participant.
My claustrophobia and reverse culture shock got the best of me.

\ So, I was outside with about fifty or so students trying to maintain some
kind of support. It started getting cold around 6 pm. Me, being from
,the South and just recently coming from a hot climate, began to
FREEZE. I told my housemate to depart with me. Before departing,
I somehow engaged myself in a meaningless discussion with an on-
looker who stopped to voice his disapproval. This guy, obviously a war
veteran, if you will, went on about how he had been to several countries
where this act would not be tolerated. And how it just bothered him so

%0

much that these students didn’t realize just how lucky they were to live
in such a good country as the United States.

I told them that in Brazil for two days the entire country was on strike,
Grieve General, in which students, workers, etc. fully participated.
Furthermore, in all my life in the United States, I have never seen such
an act of togetherness. I also told him that in South America students
don’t just take over one building, they close the whole damn university
usually with the teachers behind the students. I went on by saying only
here in the States is the act of protesting regarded as "unAmerican" or
challenging the moral fabric of this country. This guy was obviously
more interested in hearing himself speak than listening to a "commie”
like me. So, my housemate and I left for the night with the intention of
coming back early the next day to support the group as they were
meeting with the administration.

The Next Day!!

I arrived on campus about a quarter until 10:00 a.m. Once I went to the
building I saw a different scenario. First of all, there were several
students in the building who were not there yesterday and many of the
"original” occupants had left. I was a bit confused because the meeting .
with the administration did not take place. I sat outside and read the
newspaper, chanted, etc. Disarray was setting in. I also noticed this
person who I will term an ‘opportunist’ in the building,

Periodically, people from the building spoke through a mike about the
status of the occupation and what was going on inside. I sent a note to
the group regarding my disappointment with the group for disregard-
ing minorities. I suggested that they re-evaluate their situation. I posed
the question of why there were so few minorities inside and outside of
the building. Moreover, I told them to ask themselves if they feel that
minorities feel that this issue affects them. I gave them a few suggestions
that would make the issue more appealing, i.e. in one of the demands,
they mentioned that they wanted the freshmen class to be reinstated to
the original number, I suggested that they should say if the freshmen
class is shortened, fewer minorities would be admitted, etc. I noticed
these changes in the next announcement from the building. We also
talked about this issue on the outside.
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